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forced to seek safety in flight.1 The city of Baby-
lon was not prepared for a siege, and Sennacherib
entered it without difficulty. The palace of Me-
rodach-baladan was plundered of everything val-
uable, but apparently Sennacherib did not disturb
the possessions of the native Babylonians. He
then marched into Chaldea, ransacking the whole
country. In one of his records of this campaign
Sennacherib declares that he destroyed eighty-nine
cities and eight hundred and twenty villages;3 in
another he gives seventy-six cities and four hun-
dred and twenty villages.3 Whatever the correct
figures may be there can be no doubt that the
land was fearfully punished* Merodacli-baladan,
who had hidden himself in Guzuman, was not
captured. When tins was done Sennacherib set
about the governmental reorganization of the coun-
try. He had with him a young man named Bel-
ibni, a Babylonian by birth, but reared in the
royal palace of Assyria. Him Sennacherib made
king in this year (702), after Merodach-buladun
had reigned but nine months.4 When Sennacherib
was ready to return to Assyria he carried back
immense booty with him, and besides the horses
and asses and camels and sheep he took away two
hundred and eight thousand people-5 This exten-
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